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Kay 25th, 1933

My dear Mr, Shawy —~

It is so very nice of you to take such warm
interest in wy particular difficulties!
irs. Wagenaar and I appreciaie your sympathetic at-
titude enormously, and we wish to thank you again
for enabling us to speak so frankly and thus {9 al=-
low us to burden your friemdship.

As you requested me to fully state {the sit-
uetion in which I find myself at present I let it
follow hers:

There is a period in an artist's career in
which he finds himself established artistically in
the public eye, while at the same time his monetary
difficulties are still very much in the stage of
struggle’ particularly in the case of a composer,

am still at that turning point.

Under grdinary circumstances this ﬁould not alarm
me, in the consciousness of iis temporary naturs;
and, as a matter of fact, when I entered this stage
I comsidered this trying time a great step forward,
and was full of faith. But that was a few years
ago. Since then the curious incompatability of
these two conditions has been aggravated a great
deal througzh my constantly increasing success and
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recognition as a composer, while my income siteadily
decreased due to these perplexing times.

I had many hopes, and ventured some things; and
maybe my judgement and management were incorrect.
When, for instance, I had the singular honor of being
chosen as the only composer {o represent the United
gtates at the Festival of the International Society
for Contemporary lMusic with the performance of my
Sinfonietta at Liege in I930, I felt that I must ai-
tend that very important yearly occasion in order to
conduct my work. It was a very successful undertak=-
ing but, rather than beg for financial help towards
this professional trip, I financed it by taking a
thousand dollar mortgage on our little cottage in
Vassachussetts. This has become, in view of the de-
pression, a great burden; particularly where it falls
due next July. I have another debt which is very
difficult: the purchasing money for my pianc was loan=-
ed to me by a former pupil, and I payed this back in
lessons, The kind lady has however moved tc Switzer=
land for a few years, with the result that this debi
does not diminish further, while I coniinue %o pay in-
terest.

I can still flatter myself with being chosen to
teach composition by quite & few private pupils, but
they cannot afford my price any longer aand, indeed,
some are obliged ito let me wait for payment, and my
gsalary at the schools is of course an insufficient in-
come to live from. Last year I was obliged to accept
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a contract for a six weeks summerschool session, and
managed thersby to save a few hundred dollars to age
sist the cost of living during that summer, but at the
expense of nearly seven wesks of valuable time to com-
pose! For, since I am so rushed with teaching during
the. eight months winter season I build all my hopes on
the summer for my own work, The coming surmer session
I was however forced to refuse, since I was offered
such a reduction over last year that I would not be
able to save anything at all. And I cannot afford +a
teach six weeks for virtually nothiBg, particularly not
this time, and that for two reasons: First, becauss I
may have to continue paying rent on our city apartment
( although we are irying hard to subist it oven at a
sacrifice ) and, second, becauss I shall need all sum-
mer for composition since I have to finish two major
works. Dr, Koussevitzky nemely has requested me to
write a Symphony for him ( remuneration was not sven
mentioned, under the present system of exploiting ths
compeser in this country ), and Messrs. Salzedo, Britt
and Barrere have honored me by requesting from my

hand a Comcerto for their very unusual combination with
accompaniment of orchestira, and writtean specially for
them. {They wish to keep this from public knowledge
for a while)s In this latter case thers is ro hon-
orarium either, and that because they have their om
difficulties as an organization, I should like to



450 RIVERSIDE DRIVE
MEW YORK CITY

make it very clear, kr. Shaw, that in both these cases
I do sincerely comsider it an honor and, of course, an
untold delight to write those works; but there is so
much nore! ;
T must have time; therefor summerschool is impossible.
I must have suiet; and that I have ideally in my studio
in the country. But I have no guiet of mind!
If I could only write in peace! Only in the summer,
enabled to do so through saving enough from my werk in
the winter, and start with a"clean siate!"™ I could do
so much better then!

Under such conditions management is excessively
difficult, and I cannot economize any more than I do,
for I am expected to keep up a standard. For instan-
cey if I should live elsewhere I would waste oo much
time in going to and coming from school, aand would then
moreover have to have a studio in the city for my priv-
ate pupils, which would drive my rent much ahove what it
iz nows €6Cas

And in connection with these two proposed crchestral
works I must not forget to mention the enormous cost of
paving them prepared for performance, such as the wril-
ing out of the score and parts by a professional copyist.
This runs into the several hundreds! The bill for uy
second Symphony which Maestro Toscanini performed so
marvelously, for exemple, was well over five hundred dol-
lars. I gratefully admit that this was geuserously paid
for me in that cass, but the fact nevertheless rsmains
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that I received not oune cent for any of the three perform-
ances. . And such is the ordinary course of affairs.
Indeed, while working I am often attacked by the thought
that I caanot afford to be a composer!

is there not someone to be found who is interested
in me as a composer, and who is willing %o subsidize me
for the summer? I think I may say that I have proven
that I am willinz to work to sarn my livelihood, espec-
ially during the winter, the music season.
T wish nothing elss,

Most gratefully yours,




